Tumours involving the intrathoracic vagus and phrenic nerves demonstrated by computed tomography: anatomical features.
Four cases of mediastinal tumours involving the intrathoracic vagus and phrenic nerves are presented and their computed tomographic (CT) features are described with particular attention to the intrathoracic course of these nerves. One case of mediastinal plexiform neurofibromatosis appeared as a series of low attenuation masses along the intrathoracic course of the nerves. Three examples of neurilemmomas of the vagus nerve appeared as masses with central low attenuation; one in the retrocaval area, one to the left of the aortic arch, and one in the right paraoesophageal area. Familiarity with the CT anatomy of the vagus and phrenic nerves will greatly assist in the diagnosis of mediastinal tumours.